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Subject:     "Hews  Metes  from  Washington. 11    Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooCoo — 

'"..at  is  the  most  popular  eight-letter  word  in  the  English  language  today? 
According  to  our  Washington  correspondent,   the  word  is  "consumer." 

Everybody's  doing  something  for  the  consumer.     That  day  is  lost,  whose 
lovr  descending  sun,  sees  nothing  for  the  poor  consumer  done. 

But  not  many  days  are  lost.     One  day  that  was  particularly  full  of  good 
things  for  consumers,  according  to  our  Washington  correspondent,  was  the  day 
that  Miss  Ruth  O'Brien,  of  the  federal  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  made  a  speech 
entitled,  "What  the  Consumer  Has  a  Right  to  Expect  in  the  Serviceability  of 
Dress  Fabrics. " 


I  have  here  a  copy  of  Miss  O'Brien's  talk,  and  I'm  going  to  quote  just 
a  little  of  it  —  the  first  part: 

"Believe  it  or  not,"  said  Miss  O'Brien,  "women  do  not  expect  impossible 
values.    They  have  long  since  learned  that  things  of  this  eartk.^r  larthy . 
They  kr.ow  they  will  not  get  heavenly  perfections  until  they  reach  a  celestial 
department  store,  and  are  outfitted  with  their  halos  and  harps.   .   .  However, 
we  will  perhaps  all  agree  that  even  here  below,  the  consumer  always  has  a 
right  to  expect  her  money's  wcrtl-  in  serviceability  of  dress  fabrics." 

Miss  O'Brien  went  on  to  say  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect  dress  fabrics 
that  will  be  presentable  after  cleaning;  dyed  fabrics  that  will  keep  their 
color  as  long  as  the  fabric  lasts,  winter  coats  that  will  hold  their  own  for 
three,  four,  or  maybe  five  seasons. 

Here's  a  statement  I  think  you'll  all  agree  with  —  I'm  quoting  from 
Hiss  0'3rien's  talk:     "With  the  bewildering  array  of  fabrics  now  on  the  market, 
even  the  most  intelligent  and  earnest  purchaser  is  unable  to  judge  service- 
ability.   Many  fabrics  today  are  so  constructed  and  finished  that  our  good  old 
tests  no  longer  hold.     Time  was  when  we  judged  our  fabrics  by  feel  and  taste 
and  smell.    But  what  does  it  profit  a  man  nowadays  to  chew  a  synthetic  fiber, 
or  smell  a  tweed?" 

Somebody  asked  Miss  O'Brien  what  she  considered  a  definite,  complete 
label  for  textiles,  and  she  described  one  she  had  seen,  dealing  with  color  fast- 
ness.   The  label  read  as  follows:     "XYZ  wash  fabrics  are  fast  to  soap  and  boil- 
ing, fast  to  sun  and  weather,  fast  to  perspiration  and  uric  acid,  fast  to  every- 
thing they  encounter  as  wash  fabrics.    We  unreservedly  guarantee  that  the 


original  color  of  XYZ  will  last  as  long  as  the  garment  itself.     If  this  garment 
should  not  absolutely  live  up  to  this  guarantee,  we  will  promptly  and  cheer- 
fully return  your  money." 

27 ovr  that's  a  real  label.   .   .  If  merchants  will  use  definite  labels  like 
that  cne,  or  some  other  simple  grading  system,  we  lady- consumers  will  make  a 
beaten  path  to  their  doors,  and  buy  yards  and  yards  of  their  textiles. 

Now,  referring  again  to  the  letter  from  our  Washington  correspondent. 
She  has  good  news  for  us.     "I  suppose,"  she  writes,   "that  you  have  had  a 
program  about  lamb  long  before  this,  but  did  you  mention  the  leaflet,   'Lamb  As 
ten  Like  It'?     The  authors  are  two  very  good  friends  of  mine,  Lucy  Alexander 
and  Mrs.  Yeatman.     They've  cooked  lamb  in  all  possible  ways.     If  all  the  legs 
of  lamb  the  home  economics  experts  have  roasted  were  laid  end  to  end,  and 
garnished  with  mint,  they'd  reach  from —    But  no,  they  wouldn't  last  long 
enough  to  be  measured.    Just  let  the  world  get  a  whiff  of  that  savory  roast 
t,  and  there' d  be  a  regular  stampede.     Everybody' d  v/ant  a  slice  of  roast 
lamb,"  concludes  your  correspondent. 

Well,  I'd  like  roast  lamb  for  dinner,  roast  lamb  with  a  mint  stuffing, 
and  some  creamed  potatoes,  or  carrots,  and  a  tart  spring  salad.   .   .  That 
Ixib  leaflet,  by  the  way,  includes  some  relishes,  vegetables,  and  salads,  to 
serve  with  lamb.    The  leaflet  is  free,  and  you  can  get  it  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.     "Lamb  As  You  Like  It"  is  the  name. 

Easter  is  less  than  two  weeks  off  —  and  I  know  there'll  be  a  call  for 
Zaster  dinner  menus,  featuring  lamb. 

The  last  item  in  today' s  news  letter  is  about  the  amaryllis  show,  the 
twenty-  second  Amaryllis  show  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  held  since  1912. 
"I  hardly  expect  you  to  believe  it,"  says  our  Washington  correspondent,  "but 
socie  of  the  flowers  on  display  measure  eleven  inches  from  tip  to  tip.  They 
are  very  beautiful  —  ranging  in  color  from  dark  velvety  red  through  various 
snades  of  red,  pink,  orange,  yellow-orange,   to  pure  white.     The  display  includes 
ever  a  thousand  bulbs.    Between  the  pots  of  amaryllis  are  small  pots  of  a  plant 
*ith  rounded  grey-green  leaves,  edged  with  white  —  I've  forgotten  the  name. 
Ebifl  show,  by  the  way,  is  the  largest  exhibition  of  amaryllis  in  the  country. 
As  you  may  know,"  (I'm  still  que  ting  our  Washington  correspondent)  —  "the 
amaryllis  is  a  native  of  Brazil.     In  its  uncultivated  state,  it  bears  small 
laA  red  flowers." 

Arid  so  concludes  our  letter  from  Washington. 
I'll  be  with  you  again  on  Monday  —  as  usual. 
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